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Almost one~half of all housing in the Anchorage, Alaska, area was 
erected in the last decade and less than one in ten was built before 190. 
Over 97 percent of the dwelling units had at least one complete private bath- 
room and hot and cold running water. Almost all had electric refrigerators 
and more than 5 out of 6 had centrally installed heating equipment. These are 
some of the results from a survey made in November 1959 by the U. S. Depart- 
ment of Labor's Bureau of Labor Statistics. 


Occupancy 


Although much of the housing construction in the last few years was 
for owner occupancy, slightly more than one-half of all occupied dwelling 
units in the area were rented in November, 1959. The proportion of tenant- 
occupied units was greater within the city limits than in the adjacent urban 
sections. Within the central city, 57 percent of the occupied units were 
rented while in the suburban area the corresponding percentage was only 2. 


V/ This survey was the first step ina program for the construction of 
Semi-annual indexes of changes in consumer prices for Anchorage area and 

for the computation of differentials in living costs between Anchorage and 
Seattle, Washington, It also represents an initial step in the Bureau's 
five-year program for a comprehensive revision of its Consumer Price Index. 
As part of this revision the City of Anchorage will be added to the Bureau's 
National index. The housing survey provided a sample of household addresses 
to be used in a comprehensive survey of family expenditures and living habits 
which was conducted in Anchorage in the spring and summer of 1960. The sur- 
vey also obtained data relating to characteristics of occupied units with 
separate entrance and kitchen facilities, including type of structure, 
monthly rent for tenant-occupied units, estimated market value of owner- 
occupied units, and approximate income of occupants. In addition, such in- 
formation as plumbing and bathroom facilities, type of refrigeration, heating 
facilities, cooking and heating fuel, and garage facilities were identified . 
for each housing unit in the sample. 


vas Includes the City of Anchorage and the adjacent urban areas identified 
as Neville Park and Wonder Park to the east, and Fairview plus subdivisions 
of Spenard to the south. Development to the north and west was generally 
inside the city limits. 


ee 


At the time of the survey, 87 percent of:all housing units were occupied. 
However, only one-half ofthe vacant. units actually were available for sale 

or rent. The remainder was either being held off the housing market or was 
under construction. The latter category covered housing undergoing structural 
alterations and repairs as well as new units in all stages of construction. 


Structure 


imost two-thirds of the housing in the Anchorage area consisted of 
Single-family units, most. of them completely detached. More than 90 percent 
of all owner-occupied housing and almost lO percent of all rented units were 
Single-family structures. This type of structure accounted for 72 percent of 
all housing units outside the central city against only 60 percent within the 
city limits. About one out of every four housing units was an apartment 
structure eee of five or more units. 


. On the average,” ‘Roteing units were modeete favife: four rooms. Almost 
one-fifth had two rooms or less. On the other hand; more than half of the. 
owner- rei homies had ° five or more roomse 


Age 


With 90 percent of all units built after 190, the typical house in 
Anchorage is a modern structure. In fact, over 20 percent of owner-occupied: 
houses date from 1955. r ae 


Paci eles 
With so many of the housing ines of recent aoen the great. majority 
of them had. at least one private bathroom and hot and cold running water. 
Because of “the rigorous climate in Alaska, heating arrangements are of major 
importance. Eighty-four percent of the houses had centrally installed heating. 
equipment. Less thar: 1/2 percent had no heating equipment at all. Nearly all 
housing units used oil as.a heating fuel. Electricity was most frequently 
used. for cooking and almost all homes were equipped with electric refrigeratione 


About one-third of all tne housing units had garages or carports. . But 
there was a marked difference in this characteristic between housing occupied 
by owners and renters. Almost .one~half of the owners had. garages or carports; 
but ony’ ee of. the renters,: 


Incomes 


Neo ‘two-thirds of nee Pai de Toneeted Snape incomes ‘above. $6, 000 
and more than one-half.. ‘above $7,500, with the average. falling between $7,500 
and $10,000. Income was higher. for families living in the city proper than 
fer, suburban households. (Within the. city, 56 percent of. households had in- 
come above $7,500 compared. to 3 percent. for suburban households. | Average 
income was considerably higher for home owners than for renters. More than _ 
two-thirds of home-owner her SP eel but oe) 36 iter tat of renters, had in- 
comes above 97 oe 4 ; Coe 


Rental and Current Market Value 


The average monthly rent for rented housing units in the Anchorage 
area was $128. Eighty percent of the renters paid $100: or more per month and 
15 percent paid $160 and over. The average rental for suburban housing was 
lower than for the central city. Similarly, the average estimated market 
value of owner-occupied single-family homes in the central city was $23,800 
with 5 percent of the homes valued at $25,000 or more. For the suburban 
homes, the average was $17,700 and only 18 savy were valued at $25,000 and 
over. The areawide average was $21,300. ; 


Survey Procedure 


The housing survey was based on a sample designed to obtain fair rep- 
resentation for all types of housing in the city and surrounding area compris- 
ing its housing market. Blocks were stratified by density and-varying sample 
ratios applied to obtain greater representation of high SEE blocks and 
reduced coverage within these blocks. 


Some characteristics present special problems of interpretation. The 
income of each household sampled was recorded only by “income range, Cee; 
5,000-5, 9994. 6, 000-7, ae etc. This technique tends toward understatement of 
income. ' 


On the other hand, the market value of each owner-occupied home was 
estimated by the respondents, a procedure which tends to overstatement. 
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“TABLE. i.-cVapancy" and Occupancy in Housing Units . 
With Pera Entrance and Kitchen Facilities ioe 


Penchorsee Alaska. 1/ _ 
Hover ar ae 


Total =: Centraiae Outside 
area : CLULy s central city 


(Percentage distribution) 


Tenant..2/ SSpPQonues Oihaee ye: 
Owner ee 18 . Lediont 56 
siiiial MRE a tn ACS as Gees ie: ~ 
_ vacant units 100 LOOse & 100 
Occupied’ rs Zhe BRO: 89. Ei Bh 
nenstitee/ Scr ea se ahs, eee ie 
Owner | he 38 | 9 
Unoceupied | 3: a | 16 


1/ Includes the City of Anchorage and the adjacent urban 
areas identified as Neville Park and Wonder Park to the east, 
and Fairview plus subdivisions of Spenard to the south. Develop- 
ment to the north and west was generally inside the city limits. 
2). Rent free units and units received in payment of services 
performed are included with the tenant-occupied units. 
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TABLE II.--Structural Characteristics of Housing Units with Separate Entrance 
and Installed Kitchen Facilities by Location and Tenure 


Anchorage, Alaska 1/ 





November 
: Occupied’ and vacant units — : ~* Occupied units 
: : : Outside : $ 
Central : central : > Tenant = Qwner 


H Total 5 









cit Cit : Total: accupied 3 occtipied 


Percentage distribution 








Type of structure 1094 0G ico. metOO. 100 tog 
Single family houses an 60 fe 6 38 93 
Detached 58 Sh 67 59 1 89 
Semi-detached 6 6 5 5 7 hh 
Row (++) (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) 
Multi-family homes 36 Ke) 28 36 62 at 
2-unit structures rg Th Thr ay L 
3-h unit structures 8 7 8 7 12 2 
5 or more units 2h 29 16 25 h6 al 
Other units (+) (+) (+) (+) (+) (*) 
Year built 100 100 100 100 100 100 
Before 1920 iy 1 Cy 1 a Gey 
1920-1939 8 1 a: 7 =H nh 
19h0-19h9 - he hie dh ra 7 ars 
1950-195, | 3h 3h 3h, 36 3h 39 
1955-1957 8 if 10 9 5 abs 
1958 3 5 in 3 1 5 
1959 ah 3 7 3 1 vee 
Number of rooms 2/ 100 100 a emeLO0: 100 100,25) seer Loo 
1 room perl wale 2 mh ey Ce) 
2 rooms — 1h wn 16 1h 2h | hh 
3 rooms 19 ZL 1 Ly 2a 9 
h rooms 32 30 36 32 30. 3h 
5 rooms | 218 10: 18 18 BtoB 
6 rooms eis. oe 8 8 Pio peg 
7 rooms or more ae) 5 5 5 (+) 9 
Median number of 
rooms h rooms h rooms. ) rooms ) rooms 3 rooms 5. rooms 
* Less than .5 percent. 
1/ See table I for description of area included... 
2/ Based on occupied units only. | | 
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TABLE III.--Facility Characteristics of Occupied Housing Units 
’ with ed Entrance setae InstaLleds Kitchen Ta by Tenure : 


Anehoragen Alaska V 
November 1959 


: Tenant 3 Owner 
2. Total... 3. occupied --t:- + occupied. ~-: 






Plumbing facilities dias “100 2. ‘100 100 


“Hobrand colderunning waters (09 00 Wo | aoe eG eae DOs 
Cold running water only ~ , iL 1 at 
No running water A i A 

Bathroom facilities 100 i100 100 
None ’ 1 ye OE ee 
Shared bathroom only 2 5 (*) 
Less than 1 complete 

private bathroom (+) (+) x 
1 private bathroom UE: 95 : OL 
More. than 1 private a ) ce liad i: 
bathroom h 1.6 ea sack: 7. 
Refrigeration “100 : 100 Bec 100 
Electric aoo 98 99 
Ice (*) (+) (*) 
None fs oa 2 ot) is: 
Cooking fuel LOO 100 metas 
Gas 23 “yS eo a 
Blectric 68 7h “* 6% 
Other | 9 ia 8 
Heating fuel 100 100 100 
Gas : Cry Cy) 36 
Coal, coke t a 1 h 1 : eae 
Oil j ao, oa 98 
Other (+) (*) a8 
Heating equipment 100 100 100° 
Central “BL bh “65 
Other installed 15 16 is 
Other not installed | a: (+) (+) 
None (+) (+) (+) 
Garage facilities | * yoo HERO ™L00 100° 
Garpert-and- PATA foe eesennmig eascamrssrecie ina akan intention nny ree 
None 68 ees a 56 





SZ 


* Less than .5 percent. 


See t 
Tf wee able I for description of area surveyede TABOR - SP. 
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TABLE IV.~-Monthly Rent, and Estimated Current Market Value for Housing Units 
with Separate Entrance and Installed Kitchen Facilities by Location 


Anchorage, Alaska 1/ 
November 1959 


Total : Central : Outside 
area $ city > central city 
Percentage distribution 


Monthly contract rent of 





tenant~occupied units 100 100 100 
Rent free and concessions 3 3 2 
Less than $0 at 2 2 
$hO - $59.99 2 2 3 
60 - 79.99 7 7 5 

80 - 99.99 7 8 5 
100 ~ 119.99 16 15 19 
120 ~ 139.99 2h A 43 
whe - 159.99 25 28 15 
160 and over 15 19 6 
Average monthly rent 2/ $128 $130 $120 

Estimated current market 
value of single-family 
owner-occupied units 100 100 100 
Less than $7,500 7 6 7 
$7,500 - 12,99 Us 12 19 
12,500 ~ 19,999 26 18 38 
20,000 ~- 2,999 19 19 18 
25,000 and over 3h LS 18 
Average value $21,300 $23, 800 $17, 700 
if See table I for description of area surveyed. 
2h Excluding rent-free and concessionse 
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